Oracy in English
Oracy is at the heart of our English curriculum. We believe that confident, articulate communication underpins success in reading, writing, and wider learning. Across our school, children are taught to speak clearly, listen actively, and use language to explore, imagine, reason, and create.

Intent
Our intent is that all children, from EYFS to Year 6, become skilled communicators who can:
· Use rich and ambitious vocabulary
· Express ideas clearly and confidently
· Listen, respond, and build on the ideas of others
· Use talk to explore texts, develop understanding, and shape writing
· Communicate for a range of purposes and audiences
We aim to develop learners who can think deeply because they can talk deeply.

Implementation
Drawing Club in EYFS
Drawing Club provides a powerful foundation for oracy. Through stories, drawing, and imaginative play, children:
· Retell narratives using expressive language
· Experiment with ambitious vocabulary
· Share ideas confidently with peers
· Build narrative structure orally before writing
This early emphasis on storytelling and talk prepares children for later success in reading and writing.
Little Wandle Phonics
Little Wandle supports oracy by strengthening children’s:
· Phonological awareness
· Clarity of speech
· Confidence in blending and segmenting aloud
· Ability to articulate sounds, words, and sentences accurately
Daily opportunities for oral rehearsal help children develop fluency and confidence in spoken language.
Ready Steady Write (Y1–6)
Ready Steady Write places talk at the centre of the writing process. Across KS1 and KS2, children:
· Orally rehearse sentences before writing
· Discuss authorial choices and text structure
· Engage in drama, role‑play, and hot‑seating
· Debate, justify, and explain ideas
· Build vocabulary through high‑quality texts
Talk is used to shape ideas, strengthen understanding, and improve writing outcomes.
Vocabulary Development
We teach vocabulary explicitly and progressively across the school. This includes:
· Introducing new words through high‑quality texts
· Revisiting and embedding vocabulary through retrieval
· Using working walls, concept maps, and visual prompts
· Encouraging children to use ambitious vocabulary in talk and writing
Vocabulary is taught, practised, and applied across all subjects.
High‑Quality Staff Modelling
Adults model expressive, accurate, and purposeful language. We:
· Demonstrate how to speak in full sentences
· Model the language of discussion, debate, and explanation
· Scaffold children’s responses and extend their ideas
· Use questioning to deepen thinking and encourage elaboration
This modelling builds confident, articulate speakers.
Speech and Language Interventions
Our trained teaching assistants deliver targeted interventions for children who need additional support. These include:
· Speech sound programmes
· Vocabulary enrichment groups
· Narrative and sentence‑structure interventions
· Listening and attention development
These interventions ensure that all children, including those with identified needs, make strong progress in communication.
Talk Embedded Across the English Curriculum
Oracy is woven through reading, writing, and spoken language activities. Children use talk to:
· Explore characters, themes, and authorial intent
· Build comprehension through discussion
· Rehearse writing structures orally
· Perform poetry and drama
· Share and evaluate their own writing
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Our Impact
By the end of primary school, children:
· Speak confidently and clearly
· Use rich vocabulary across subjects
· Engage in discussion, debate, and performance
· Explain and justify their ideas with clarity
· Use talk to support reading comprehension and writing composition
Our pupils leave primary school as articulate, thoughtful communicators who are well‑prepared for the demands of secondary English and beyond.

