Oracy in EYFS
Oracy is a central pillar of our Early Years curriculum. We believe that confident, articulate communication is the foundation for learning, relationships, emotional development, and future academic success. Our provision ensures that every child becomes a capable speaker, an active listener, and a thoughtful communicator.
Intent
Our intent is to create a language‑rich environment where children learn to express themselves clearly, listen with understanding, and use talk to explore ideas. We aim for all children to:
· Develop a broad and ambitious vocabulary
· Communicate confidently in a range of situations
· Use talk to think, reason, imagine, and problem‑solve
· Build the foundations for reading, writing, and wider learning
Implementation
High‑Quality Adult Modelling
Staff model expressive language, full sentences, and rich vocabulary throughout the day. Interactions are purposeful, warm, and designed to extend children’s thinking. Adults rephrase, scaffold, and stretch children’s talk to deepen understanding.
Vocabulary Development
We explicitly teach new vocabulary through stories, play, routines, and real experiences. Words are revisited, displayed, and embedded across the week so children can confidently use them in meaningful contexts.
Drawing Club
Drawing Club provides a powerful structure for storytelling, imagination, and expressive language. Children retell narratives, share ideas, and use ambitious vocabulary introduced through high‑quality texts.
Launchpad for Literacy
Launchpad supports the development of essential communication skills. It helps us identify gaps, target early intervention, and strengthen the oral foundations needed for reading and writing.
Staff Interactions That Extend Thinking
Adults use open‑ended questions, prompts, and sustained shared thinking to encourage children to explain, reason, and reflect. Talk is used to support problem‑solving, collaboration, and emotional regulation.
Indoor and Outdoor Environments
Our environments are intentionally designed to promote talk. Indoors, children engage in role‑play, small‑world play, construction, and book‑based activities that spark conversation and narrative. Outdoors, open‑ended resources and natural experiences encourage negotiation, descriptive language, and collaborative communication.
Talk Embedded Across the Curriculum
Oracy is woven through every area of learning. Whether exploring maths, investigating nature, engaging in creative arts, or playing with peers, children use talk to make sense of the world.
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By the end of EYFS, most children:
· Speak confidently and clearly
· Use a wide and ambitious vocabulary
· Listen attentively and respond appropriately
· Engage in conversations, discussions, and storytelling
· Use talk to support thinking, learning, and social interaction

